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Washington’s Shoreline Management Act (SMA)
was adopted by the public in a 1972 referendum 
“to prevent the inherent harm in an uncoordinated and 
piecemeal development of the state’s shorelines.”

The SMA incorporates four broad policies:
� Encourage water-dependent uses
� Protect shoreline natural resources
� Promote public access
� Provide for restoration of ecological functions
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Renton’s Shoreline Master Program (SMP)
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Update Process 
� Initial Public Involvement - Now 
� Inventory/Characterization - Now to July 2008
� Assessment of  Options  - Sept 2008 to Early 2009 
� Draft Shoreline Master Program - Mid 2009
� Review & Adoption - Mid to Late 2009
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Public Involvement 
� Initial Public Involvement

� Will mail notice and survey
� Public Meeting – April 30
� Identif ication of key issues

� Inventory/Characterization
� Public Meeting 
� Identif ication of key issues

� Assessment of Options
� Public Meetings
� Focus Groups

� Draft Shoreline Master Program 
� Public Meetings

� Review & Adoption  
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Planning Commission & City Council 
� Orientation 

� Work Program
� Identif ication of key issues

� Inventory/Characterization
� Findings
� Identif ication of key issues

� Assessment of Options
� Comprehensive Plan and Code Options
� Reach-Based Regulations

� Draft Shoreline Master Program 
� Public Hearings

� Review & Adoption  
� Public Hearings
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Where does the SMA apply?



����������

City of Renton, Shoreline Master Program

Where does the SMA apply?
� Lakes larger than 20 acres, Streams with greater than 20 cubic 

feet per second mean annual flow;

� The following areas when they are associated with one of the 
above:
� Biological w etlands and river deltas; and 
� Some or all of the 100-year f loodplain including all wetlands w ithin 

the 100-year floodplain

� Upland areas called 
shorelands that extend 
200 feet landward from 
the edge of these waters; 
and
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Why Update the Shoreline Master Program (SMP)?

� December 1, 2009 target for update, King County and cities larger 
than 10,000 (RCW 90.58.080)

� Integrate Growth Management 
Act (GMA) and SMP (RCW 
36.70A.480) 

� Both GMA comprehensive plans 
and Shoreline Master Programs 
must be updated every 7 years

� Incorporate New Shoreline 
Guidelines WAC 173-26 adopted 
December 2003
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What is Required?
� Public Involvement 
� Scientific Information
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� Use Preference
� Policies and Regulations



����������

City of Renton, Shoreline Master Program

What is Required?
� Scientific Information

� Inventory and Characterization
� Identify the ecosystem-wide processes and 

ecological functions
� Assess relationship to ecological functions 

present within the jurisdiction 
� Identify specific measures necessary to protect 

and/or restore the ecological functions and 
ecosystem-wide processes
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� Identify the ecosystem-wide processes and 

ecological functions
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� Primarily Rely 
on Existing 
Studies

� Identify the ecosystem-wide processes and 

ecological functions
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� Inventory – Reach Level
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� Inventory – Reach Level
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Key “Governing Principles” in 
Shoreline Guidelines (WAC 173-26)

� No net-loss of ecological functions
� Priority for Water-Dependent Use 
� Public Access
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Governing Principles
No-net-loss of ecological functions
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Governing Principles
� “No net-loss” of ecological functions

� Accomplished through
� SPM regulations, and
� Individual permit decisions over time

� No Net-Loss includes Cumulative Impacts
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Governing Principles
� Cumulative Impacts
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Governing Principles
� Non-Residential Use - Priority for
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Governing Principles – Non Residential Use
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Governing Principles – Non Residential Use
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Governing Principles – Non Residential Use
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Governing Principles – Non Residential Use
� �������	�����	�
����4 ���*�����'���������	��
�+�����

��&	�+���	��	�������+�����$������	��
��'���'���$�	�(�



����������

City of Renton, Shoreline Master Program

Governing Principles – Non Residential Use
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Governing Principles
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Governing Principles
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Governing Principles
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Additional Requirements
� Vegetation Conservation 
� Shoreline Stabilization
� Critical Areas
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Additional Requirements

� Vegetation Conservation

� ���������	��+�8+�	����	�9����*������
�
�'���$�	��*�&������	�

� �������	�������������	���*����++����	��
*�&������	�������	���	�8+�	����	�9��*�������

� 8)�4	��4$�����+��'���$�	�����$�&���$�
+�	����	�9



����������

City of Renton, Shoreline Master Program

Vegetation Conservation
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Vegetation Conservation
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Additional Requirements
� Shoreline Stabilization
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Shoreline Stabilization
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Shoreline Stabilization – Soft Structures
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Additional Requirements
� Critical Areas
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Additional Requirements
� Critical Areas
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Schedule
� Now to July 2008 – Inventory/Characterization
� Sept 2008 to Early 2009 – Assess Options
� Mid 2009 – Draft Shoreline Master Program
� Mid to Late 2009 – Review & Adoption


